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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2018-212-W

IN RE; Chief Colleen Walz, St. John's Fire District,
Complainant/ Petitioner

Kiawah Island Utility, Inc.,
Defendant /Respondent

)
)
)
) NOTICE
)

)
)

TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that you are hereby required, pursuant to S. C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-826

and 103-830 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, to answer the allegations contained in the

Complaint/Petition filed herein, a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and further to serve a copy ofyour Answer

to said Complaint/Petition upon the Public Service Commission ofSouth Carolina, Attn: Clerk's Office, l0/ Executive

Center Drive, Suite l00, Columbia, South Carolina 292/0; the Complainant/Petitioner; and the Office of Regulatory

Staff, /40/ Main Street, Suite 900, Columbia, South Carolina 2920/ and to file your Answer with certification of service

with the Public Service Commission at the address below; with the Complainant/Petitioner; and with the Office of

Regulatory Staff within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Complaint/Petition, exclusive of the day of such service, and if

you fail to answer the Complaint/Petition within the time aforesaid, the Complainant/Petitioner may apply to the

Commission for the relief demanded in the Complaint/Petition.

Public Service Commission of SC
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

12/19/IS
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BEFORE
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF
SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2018-212-W

IN THE MATTER OF:

Chief Colleen Walz, St. John's Fire District
V.

Kiawah Island Utility, Inc.

)
) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)

U.S. Postal Service

1, Col anthia B. Alvarez, do hereby certify thai I have on the date indicated below served the following named individual(s) with one

(I) copy of the Complaint/Petition and one (I) copy of the 30 Day Notice, by U S Certified Mail Restricted Deliver with
surtcient postage anached and return address clearly marked.

PARTIES SERVED:

Corporation Service Company
1703 Laurel Street
Columbia, SC 29201

I, Colanthia B. Alvarez, do hereby certify that I have on the date indicated below served the following named individual(s) with one

(I) copy of the Complaint, 30 Day Notice, Notice oi'Hearing and Prcfile Testimony Letter by Electronic Service via PSC Docket
MMMS
PARTIES SERVED:

Becky Dennis, Director of Operations
Kiawah Island Utility, Incorporated
31 Sore Rail Road
Kiawah Island, SC 29455

Donald H. Howe, Esquire
Law Offices of Donald H. Howe, LLC
Post Ol'fice Box 31324
818 Wappoo Road
Charleston, SC 29417

Charles L. A. Terreni, Esquire
Terreni Law Firm, LLC
1508 Lady Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Jet frey M. Nelson, Fsquire
Office of Regulatory Staff
1401 Main Street, Suite 900
Columbia SC 29201

The Complainant/Petitioner was served a copy of the 30-Day Notice, Notice of Hearing and Prefile Testimony Letter via certified
mail:

Colleen Walz, Chief
St. Johns Fire District
Post Deice Box 56
Johns Island, SC 29457

Clerk's Office
Public Service Commission of South Carolina

By:

Columbia, South Carolina
December 19, 2018
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA

CLERK'S OFFICE

NOTICE OF HEARING

DOCKET NO. 2018-212-W

Colleen Walz, Chief of St. John's Fire District, Complainant/Petitioner v. Kiawah Island
Utility, Inc., Defendant/Respondent

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the above matter, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Regs.
103-817, has been rescheduled to begin on Tuesday, March 12,2019, at 10:00 a.m., before the
Commission in the Commission's Hearing Room at 101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100, Saluda
Building, Columbia, South Carolina 29210.

For the most recent information regarding this docket, including changes in scheduled dates
I d di tei N ti,pi 1 t~ dn 0 to'018-212-10..

Persons seeking information about the Commission's procedures should contact the Commission
t (iios) 896-5100 i it it 0 it t~.

12/19/18

public Service Commission of South Ccrolins Attention: Gerh'0 Oflice '01 Ssecutivc Ccoter Drive, Suite 100 ~ Columbio, SC 29210
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The Public Service Commission
State ofSouth Carolina

COMMISSlONERS
Comer H. "Randy" Rnndnll, Third District

Chnipnmn
El liott F. Elnm, Jr., Second District

Vice Chairman
John E. "Butch" Howard, First District

Thomas J. "Tom" Ervin, Fourth District
Swain E. Whitfield, Filth District
Justin T. Wilhnms, Sixth District

G. O'Neet Hamilton, Seventh Distnct

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Cter)JAdmmistrntor

Phone. (803) 896-5133
Fax'(803) 896-5246

Clerk's Office
Phone; (803) 896-5100

Fnx: (803) 896-5199

December 19, 2018

IN RE: DOCKET NO. 2018-212-W — Colleen Walz, Chief of St. John's Fire Distric, Complainant/Petitioner v. Kiawah Island
Utility, Inc., Defendant/Respondent

TO: ALL PARTIES OF RECORD
Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-845:

1. The Complainant/Petitioner must prefile with the Commission I copy of the direct testimony and exhibits of the
witnesses it intends to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all Parties of Record on or before
~99 52519( bp - kd If (id

2. The Defendant/Respondent and the Office of Regulatory Staff must pre(lie with the Commission I copy of direct
testimony and exhibits of the witnesses they intend to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all
P I fR,d,bf ~pb 192519( b p - kd bf h(d ).

3. The Complainant/Petitioner filing Rebuttal Testimony must prefile with the Commission I copy of the testimony and
exhibits of the witnesses it intends to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all Parties of
R 6 bf ~99 262519(Rb I I y d*hb(«b I h fli fh C I I d

in the hands of the parties on this date).

4. The Defendant/Respondent and the ORS filing Surrebuttal Testimony must prefile with the Commission I copy of
the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses they intend to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses

IIP*1 fR d bf M h52519(5 b I I y d h(b( b I h ff(* fh6'1(d(hhd fhp I hid).

Please be advised that failure to comply with the instructions contained herein could result in your proposed witnesses'estimony and
exhibits being excluded in the subject proceeding. Additionally, please nate that failure to comply with the above on or before the
dates indicated may result in the DISMISSAL of your pleading.

Sincerely,

Clerk's Office

Public Service Commission, 101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210 8411, 803 896 5100, www psc sc gov
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Easterlin, Deborah

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Colleen Walz &c.walz@stjfd.org&
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 8:28 AM

PSC Contact
Greta Howe
St Johns Complaint against Klawah Utility
StJFD Walz hearing reques PSC.pdf

grJJff aid -k!

Hello,

Please find attached a Complaint being filed against Kiawah Island Utility, inc.

I have cc'd the Attorney for the St. Johns Fire District, Donald Howe, as he is aware
of the filing.

I will forward a copy of this filing via USPS.

If there is anything else I need to do please advise?

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Colleen J. Walz
Chief, STJFD

"This email encl uny Iiles transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely I'or the use of the individual or entity to whom they
are addressed. II'1 ou have received this email in error please notify the system manager. Please note that any views or opinions
presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the District. Finally, the recipient should
check this email and any auachments for the presence ol'viruses. 1hc District accepts no liability I'or any damage caused by any virus
transmitted by this email."

R~czrvz~
IJ4L 1 '018

FSC SC
CLERK'S OFFICE
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Co iai NI I SS I 0 N ERS i

ERIC P. BRFI ION. Cluir
DEBRA LEHIIIAN, Vice-Clnir
LEROY BLAKE
JOHN CoiViVOLLV
SAFBUEL BkosVNLEE
liiAR V .I 09 ES
'Al LLIANI TIIONIAE
FRANK J. BROL'COLO
STEPHEN ROLANDO

ST. JOHN'S FIRE DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 56

1148 iNlain Road
JOHNS ISI.AND, S.C. 29455

PHOiVFB (843) 559-9194
FAX: (843) 737-0058

COLLEEN IPAI.Z, Fire Chief

TO:Q

COMPANY:

FAX NUMBER:

I ACSIII I LE TRAPISM ITithl. SHEET

FROM; 5 4 - ZokiJi QI85 Z)» '~T
CC)Y4') iS Pt /

D I I 4 V ~ ir) L ~
DATE: I r / t'+/r'Clr ~r

TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING
COVER:

PHONE NUMBER

(RE

SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMBER:

YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:

CI Urgent Cl For Rec(elk
Cl Please Repid

0 Please Commerlt
0 PJe.lse Recycle

Notes/Comments

iG@r'c~P/
.~.-e+ +~'~ 1 8 ZO(8

PSC SC
ERK'S OFFICE

Crreir :-I'F'J'er ICAL gjerrr~ A'/Or"~eg W Tr. J'ri S

Se n CPj ''3
R, gi/F57

R
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parce 1 2/17/2018
Individual Cotnplaiint I/erin

Complete Form, Print, Sign and Mail to:
2 Public Service Commission of South Carolina

101 Fxecutive Center Dr., Suite 100

Columbia, SC 29210

Phone: 803-896-510
Fax. 803-896-519

www.p 5 c.ac.90
Text PSCAGENDAS to 3949

rc receive an alert when la.-ling Age,a&saic mlease

Complainant or f,egal Representative Infurmationl

Naiiic Chief Colleen Walz

" Required Fields

Fiim liTapplicshl I St. Johns Fire District

a!ailing Address v P.O. Box 56

City, State zip 'ohns Island

F.-inaii c.Walz@stjfd. org

SC 29457 Phone " 843-559-91 94

Name of litility Involved in Con!plaint: "'iawah Island Utility, Inc
I

Type of Cotilpluint (cbceb appropriate bos bcluiv. l"

Billing Error Aiijusonenls Deposits and Credit Esud&lishmeni

l)iscnnnection ol'Service Payuient Arrangemmits

service issue Nietcr issue

El Other (be specific) Fire Hydrant Renlai Fee

IVI'oiig Rale

Water Duality

k" I'usal io Conneci Service

Line Fvtension issue

Name uf
Have you contacted the Office of Regulatory Staff((?RS)'/- 0 Yes No (?RS ( l I

Brad KirbyORS Contact:

c Statement of Facts/Complaint: '-''I'his sccliioii imisl be completed. Attach additioiial information to this page if necessary.)

Attached:
plaint
n approved by the Commission
of the St. Johns Fire District
r stating the fire hydrant rental fee from Kiawah Island Utility, Inc.

Relief Requested: "'This section must be completed. Attach additional infoimation lo this page if ncccssaty.)

The District therefore requests that this fee be directly billed to and collected from customers of Kiawah

Island Utility, Inc.

": I CIVF.'I'HF Pl ni lr. SFRV it i: (T?'4RIISSit?s ( lv SOL l'H C i POI INA PER%'ll &SION TO PUPI ISH I HIS ('f)MPLAINT ANII

ITS CONTI'&TRON I'IIP (u?Atbt»SION'SW!'Be!Tip(ilnm psc I A t I I NI?FI STAND ''CH INnr T '!Oi'i VI 'Y "P

bllBIFCT !'O PLBLIC SCRU!! NY OR FUR1'll I It R PLEASE.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF Charleston )
)

Colleen Walz, Chief of STJFD
I,

omp ament's &me

'KRIFICATI
vetsfy that I have read my complaint filed on

12/17/18
Date e

CA & a~&.

Internal Use Only

and Rnoiv thc contents thereof, and that said contents are true. sf'ave

l



AC
C
EPTED

FO
R
PR

O
C
ESSIN

G
-2018

D
ecem

ber19
9:33

AM
-SC

PSC
-2018-212-W

-Page
8
of12

Complaint submitted by the St Johns Fire District

The St. John's Fire Commission, by and through its undersipned Commission rs and

pursuanl to "; vo!e at its regular monthly meeting& on June 11, 2618, challenges the reasonableness

!nd fairne. s of f'!re hydrant m:&!al fb s" bring charged by Kiavvah lsl&&nd Utility, inc., 31 Sora

Rail fcoad, Kiev ah Island, S&..'29455 The p!resent rate is 513&I.79 per hydrant per yea!'. There ai c

aonruxi:nat»lv u9'! hvd&am ir!vu!ved for a tuta! of approximate!y $66,586.26.

I!a! t Jo !ns F!re Dist !&'i ',s a Special Purpose District !!'eared h&,'e Sot!th ~ a&ol'ina

kegisla!me i;!!959 tu pruviJie fnc prute! lion to Johns is!ar&o tVadms&law Island, Kiavva?I Island,

and Seabrnok Island At the time oi'th&e creation of ihe District, the 8 sea islands werc veO mral

ar,as ir&tleed I rnh Kiatvah and Scab&oolr were essent!ally undeveloped. Since 1959 the F&istrict

has exf&! &ie:!ce!i d! a;antic grovv'»"., pcnicularlv on& Klan&ah arrJ Scab&rook Isla!&du Alsu, sr!me

po!tions of Johns ls!and have been annexed hy the City of Charleston. A map o&" Ihc District is

attaclv d fu&'foul ref..re&1ce

Approximate!5»19 years ago. the D!stric! began tne practice ot paying "rem" for hydrants

based on a Sat fee for each hy!irant. This "rent" vvas to cover wa! er usage and infrastrucn!re costs.

Although no signed con!!acts can be fnund, it appears from!neeting minutes in !979 that!he

uriginai intent wa for the flat fee "re!n*'o extend I'r a period of 20 years. Kiawal island had no

\vater service at thar time& but !he same procedure was followed when Kiawar& iater began

providing .&vater sar.&ice and hydrant". T'hc o!iginal ratc was $75.IJC per hydrant Over rime, a

number ofchanges have taken place which have rendered!he odginal arrangement obsolete,
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These chang include:

I The 20 years has "-,pired.

2. Infrastructure costs are now reimbursed by developers.

3. 'I'he number ofhydrartts has increased dralllaticaiiy.

Viawah iias deveinpeil mto an upscaie cr nirnun!ty slid is !low !lie!!i'porateo as a

irr vi;

tlie;vs!er supply for I(iawah is nov; a pnvate c!,nce! n I'o! profit.

1&iavrah Islarid Jtility, !nc. disiiributes ivatei !fiat origiria!ci ivith tilie Commission rsol''irblii
vVorits for !he I ii'f Char!aston, Ciierlesic!n VVai&t System TI!c l)istrict has s!nce

eva uat=o its ivatc:!la!:e ".or jul I rnd asti!!utes tr us=d less thar! ~~I II(.'I i!I vrater iha! yea!. The

I)iatric! beliei es, ih.re is rirv ratiotlrl relet!i!i!ship i!e!ween ili' iri&!u!!t chaige(l p!lc !ice selv\ces

I! n!e!ec~ r i r!, baca!lee tl'!e Si 3ci«!! s I lie!)I trier !s funrled b, res! lci ts Aoni l islands noi part

of ii!e 'owri of Klaw', there is the appearance that they r re! eing taxed 10 pai for I'atvah's

v ster. It!s of not!'that Wad!nalaw Island has no fire hyri! arts or ivater service. I'he I)istrict

therefolr. asserts t'f!iin tr)e p!use!it systeri! a!Kl true is no jus'. Ui1reasoriab'.e a" to amour)t, lri!'t is also

unfaii baca:.!se ii charges custrirners not in ib service area,

'6'ilh tliese things in rnilidl !he district believes the fairest practice vvould be for the pres!!nt

svstem to he elin!inated and for li!!ure billing to be assessed throisgh !lie ivatcr base rate directiy to

the customers on K iavvaki Island. The v ster base rate is now in place for fire hydrants and related

c'ists 't th= City ot'Charleston thrriugh the Chariestou Water Systen!
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Motion presented to the St Johns Fire District Commission on June 11, 2018

I move that the Commission File an official complaint with the South Carolina Public Service

Commission challenging both the reasonableness and fairness of the Fire hydrant "rental" fee of

5134.79 being charged by Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. The complaint will seek to have the hydrant

fees assessed directly to the customers of Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. and that the amount be

adjusted to a reasonable rate.

ij.eroy Blake

Eric Britton Debra Lehman

')Q
Stephen Rolando

Samuel Brownlee William Thomae

,.~(
J n Connolly
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/~Egj~Pg
sk ~UT I I. I T Y I Il C.

Juric Ia 2BIR

Rumon i Brov. n, Contre!!ei
Si. Jolins!tire Ihcpurtntcnt
I:.Cc B.a 56
Johr!s I!,i;iruk SC so-!57

Re! Pi!e 'vi!et!i! r oc i!!i!i'k!i[!v 'I 'r iree

iJc:r Iv!s. Brov'n:

Uoon rcccip! oi t!iis loiter. I!leave!'enht 86!!.586. '( iiir tiu:!efereneerl;!nnu,il

chu!8e 'I'his tellccis u chai ". oi 5 ! 3-! 7'.i/Ity.!runt!ru 0t) 'ydr!tots. Plcusc nruike the

chr ck piiyahle to R!uvvah Islurirl I !tililv, !ru:., 3 I Sore Ri!ii Road, I-'.iavruh islanrl. SC

'29i!55

I! yoi! nceB!!trIJ! tio!h:I!uttunteiiou.,htutst con! iirt n!e ut! 8!3! 7!ih!-!!6i-I I or bi

einuil;it Ihlet;n!'sC~sivnc i;irii

Siricr.relv.

Qc+
Booky J. Dcnllts
!5!rei, I\it o'i!iper.nton 1

Cr'. Vlck)'!ykc, Sin r'.i!c(i!In!alit

5 ~ I h''li. !I

!'t i lir i" '!! 7r I r~(~4 l

Ri! v .iii ''! and " .!ohn island. SC au 55

:i v v i r a ul islui ilu! ility vem " 8 iz (8'l3! 768-! 8! 6
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